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A Abstract. For Russian pedagogy, the education of the human soul has always remained the

- highest priority in the upbringing of the younger generation. Russian religious philosophers
of the late 19 — early 20 century, among whom the activity of Vladimir Sergeevich Solovyov, who
stood at the origins of the Russian "spiritual renaissance" of the early XX century, stands out. V.S.
Solovyov is the creator of the philosophical concept of "positive unity", i.e. the idea of the organic
unity of world existence while preserving the individuality of its elements. In his works, the concept
of “God-manhood” has also been widely interpreted as the limit to the perfection of an individual in
likening himself to the Creator. This article is devoted to the study of the fundamental ideas of V.S.
Solovyov as a thinker on the spiritual and moral education of a person.

K Keywords: ethical philosophy, God-humanity, spiritual and moral education, human person-
ality, family values.

Relevance. The famous German teacher
Adolf Disterweg said that "Every person is a
product of his time" [1]. And today, for Rus-
sia, more than ever, the issue of educating the
younger generation in a crisis is becoming the
most acute and urgent. Most experts are in-
clined to believe that a slightly different crisis
is of paramount importance — a spiritual one.
Such a significant problem is based on the
issues of human upbringing and education,
since the strengthening of the spiritual and
moral foundations of the individual is fully
realized through the upbringing of a person by

three social institutions: the family, the school
and the state, which maintain equal continuity
with each other.

Special attention should be paid to the cul-
tivation of human spirituality in school, be-
cause school is a cradle, an inexhaustible
spring, to the source of which a person, one
way or another, turns throughout his life. It is
here that an essential part of every child's
childhood takes place, and it is here that the
basic values should be formed and instilled,
which will serve as the foundation of a future
personality.
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The education of the human soul has al-
ways remained a priority for the Russian
teacher. Pedagogy in Russia has always been
a science that raised questions about the for-
mation, first of all, of human spirituality. A
harmoniously developed personality forms a
certain kind of trinity between body, spirit
and soul. The practical significance of theolo-
gy for Russian pedagogy is an attempt to an-
swer the following question: How should a
person be educated so that his personality is
formed properly, i.e. developed holistically
and harmoniously?

The concept of human education, which
has been developing in Russia for many cen-
turies, has a rather shaky position today, due
to the almost complete lack of attention to the
moral and ethical basis. A formal attitude to
moral values leads to disastrous results — the
consumer system of thinking of the younger
generation.

Of course, thorough work is currently un-
derway to improve and modernize the exist-
ing education system. However, every teacher
should understand that no law on education
will be able to change the current situation
unless something more is introduced into it —
a system of spiritual and moral education,
supported by national identity. It is the duty of
every teacher to implement relevant educa-
tional concepts through the prism of national
traditions, endowing them with spiritual, mor-
al and ethical meaning.

Problem, goal, tasks. The purpose of this
work is to study and analyze the fundamental
ideas of V.S. Solovyov about the formation
and development of the spiritual and moral
foundations of personality.

The object of the research is the philosoph-
ical theoretical and pedagogical system of
Russian religious thinkers.

The subject of the research is the funda-
mental concepts of the spiritual and moral
formation of personality in the philosophical
views of V.S. Solovyov.

The tasks which were set are as follows:

1. To study the basic ideas of V.S. Solo-
vyov's ethical philosophy.

2. To reveal the nature of the view of man
and the spiritual and moral improvement of
personality in the works of V.S. Solovyov.

3. To determine the degree of importance
of value-oriented education for a modern per-
son.

Research materials and Methods. The
main method used in the course of this work
was the analysis of a retrospective and com-
parative theoretical nature, consisting in the
consideration and systematization of various
scientific and literary sources. The works of
the outstanding Russian religious thinker, po-
et and publicist V.S. Solovyov, such as
"Readings on God-manhood", "Justification
of Goodness, were used as the basic ones.
Russian Moral Philosophy", as well as "Es-
says on the History of Russian Philosophy" by
Sergei Alexandrovich Levitsky, "The History
of Russian Philosophy" by Archpriest Vasily
Zenkovsky, etc.

Results and discussion. The human per-
sonality and its place in life is the core of the
entire philosophical concept of Vladimir Ser-
geevich Solovyov (1853-1900), the greatest
Russian religious philosopher, publicist, poet
and mystic. The most important thing for
Solovyov was what the model of a perfect
person should be (in the broad sense of this)
and how a person can bring something beauti-
ful and eternal to the world around him. Ac-
cording to the philosopher, the spiritual and
moral foundations, which are the basis for the
formation of personality, should be in contin-
uous development and constantly supported
by something. This happens in the process of
spiritual and moral education of a person at
three levels of society: at the level of the
family, the school and the state as a whole.

God—manhood is one of the fundamental
doctrines of Russian religious philosophy and,
in particular, a key link in V.S. Solovyov's
concept. This concept represents the idea of
likening a person to God as the maximum
permissible limit of his perfection. On the
other hand, God—manhood is a kind of utopi-
an level of development of all mankind, indi-
cating the outcome of the historical process of
improving society. The process of becoming
like God is self-improvement in Solovyov's
understanding. In this he saw the only true
meaning of all human existence — in the end-
less pursuit of moral ideals. "The meaning of
life cannot coincide with the arbitrary and
changeable demands of each of the countless
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individuals of the human race. If it coincided,
it would be nonsense, i.e. it would not exist at
all" [4, p.80], - the thinker notes.

Solovyov closely linked such concepts as
"perfection" and "goodness", giving the latter
a significant role in the spiritual wanderings
of the individual. Goodness is a kind of bridge
that exists in a person from the moment of his
birth and guides him along the path of moral
improvement. Serving the good is one of the
most important issues in the entire moral and
ethical concept of V.S. Solovyov.

According to Solovyov, man is the result
of the synthesis of the Divine principle and
matter, represented by a combination of three
elements (he repeatedly mentions this in read-
ings on God-manhood): divine, material and
human [3]. It is the human component that
determines the behavior and actions of every-
one, connects the personality and the Creator,
and is responsible for the formation of moral
and ethical foundations.

The main task of value-oriented education
of a person is the harmonious development of
absolutely all aspects of personality, the unity
of spirit and matter. A person's comprehen-
sion of perfect and moral goodness, which,
according to Solovyov, is a way to actually
achieve real good, or bliss, i.e. one that can
give a person stable and final satisfaction [4,
p.267].

In his writings, Solovyov repeatedly called
for the need for a person to observe the prin-
ciples of altruism and spiritual asceticism,
noting the dominance of sensory perception
of the world as extremely important in achiev-
ing true perfection. At the same time, the pro-
cess of education itself was considered as a
necessary catalyst for the process of spiritual
growth of a person: "as school is necessary
for education, so education is necessary for
raising from the lowest to the highest levels of
morality" [2, p. 86]. A person, having only
some initial inclinations of morality, under the
influence of society, family and the state,
must independently form and cultivate this
morality. According to V.S. Solovyov, it is
precisely value-oriented education that is the
most priority and essential type of education.

The central institution of a person's up-
bringing is his family. Family education is
exceptional and irreplaceable by its nature.
Many Russian religious thinkers believed that
only with the help of a family can a person
reveal and fully realize all his uniqueness and
potential. Family values, which are spiritually
reinforced, generate morally healthy members
of society. Family education has always been,
is and will be the cornerstone in the emer-
gence of true values. Only a truly spirit-filled
family can guide a person on the path of
goodness, truth and faith.

Conclusion. In his ethical teaching, V.S.
Solovyov paid special attention to the issues
of human education, the improvement of his
personality and society as a whole. He tried to
reveal and show people the essence of truth
and goodness as the only possible and right-
eous way to purify the human soul and pro-
claim the kingdom of God on earth. Solovyov
saw the highest and absolute purpose of hu-
man existence in assimilation to the Creator
through the perfection of personality and its
environment. Therefore, he considered the
main task of the national pedagogical system
to be the indication of spiritual and moral
guidelines to a person, which could become
the basis and source of his spirituality
throughout his later life.

Solovyov paid special attention to the fam-
ily in the process of spiritualization of person-
ality, since it is the family, according to the
scientist, that makes the most important steps
towards the initiation and comprehension of
religion and faith by a person, without which
the very path of spiritual formation of a per-
son is impossible. Such ideas have made a
significant contribution to the national philos-
ophy and practice of modern family educa-
tion.

The problems of ethical philosophy that
Solovyov raised in his writings are becoming
increasingly relevant today, as a serious ques-
tion arises about the degeneration of truly
human values, as well as ignoring the propa-
ganda of such values in the family, school and
the state.
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A AHHOTanus. /711 OTEeYECTBEHHO! ME€IarOruKM B JIeJIe BOCIIUTAHMS MOAPACTAIOIIETO MTOKOJIe-

0" Husg HamboJiee TPUOPHMTETHBIM BCET/A OCTABANOCH BOCIUTAHHWE AyHIM 4eloBeka. 11omo0Has
MBICIIb OCOOEHHO YETKO MpOCIekKUBaIach B GUIocopCKUX Tpylax PYCCKUX PEIUTHO3HBIX MBICIIH-
tened koHna XIX — Hagana XX Beka, Cpeld KOTOPBIX BbIAEIAETCS AesaTeNbHOCTh Biaaumupa Cep-
reesrya CoJI0OBBEBA, CTOSBILETO Y HCTOKOB PYCCKOTO <«JITyXOBHOI'O BO3POKIEHUsD» Hadasia XX BeKa.
B.C. ConoBbéB siBnsieTcst coznateneM Gpriocodckoii KOHIETIINU “TIOJ0KUTEIILHOTO BCESTUHCTBA,
T.€. UJien 00 OPraHUYECKOM €IMHCTBE MUPOBOTO OBITHS MPU COXPAHEHUU WHAMBUAYAJIBHOCTH €T0
3NIeMEeHTOB. B ero paboTax Taxke MOIY4MiIO IUPOKYIO MHTEPIIPETAio MoHsATHE 0 “borouenose-
4yecTBE” KaK O MpeJeie COBEPIICHCTBOBAHUS OT/IEIBLHOMN JIMYHOCTH B yrnonoonenun Tsopity. [aH-
Hasl CcTaThs MOCBAIIEHA M3ydeHUI0 ocHoBomnonararomux uaed B.C. ConoBpéBa KaK MBICIUTENS O

AYXOBHO-HPABCTBCHHOM BOCIIUTAHUHN JIMYHOCTH.

K KuaroueBbie ciaoBa: studeckas (uimocodusi, OOrouesoBedeCcTBO, IyXOBHO-HPABCTBEHHOE
BOCIIUTAHUC, YCJIOBCUCCKAsA JITUYHOCTD, ceMeUHEbIe IOECHHOCTU
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